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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Veterans Committee 
Meeting of 9 February 2021 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of the Veterans Committee was posted for 0900 on Tuesday 9 February 2021.  Due to the 
COVID19 Virus pandemic and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom.  
 
The mission of the Veterans Committee is to perpetuate and support the Veterans, ceremonies, events, and other activities in the 
Town of Wenham.  The Veterans Committee consists of up to (9) members appointed by the Board of Selectmen (BOS) who 
will assist Veterans and their families, as appropriate, in cooperation with other organizations and agencies. The Veterans 
Committee was appointed by the Board of Selectmen on 21 March 2017.   The committee typical meets the second Tuesday of 
the month.   Committee members: Win Dodge (2021); Michael Lucy (2021); Dean Pedersen (2021); Peter Hersee (2022); 
*William Wilson (2022); Selectman open seat, Ex-officio (2022); Joseph Bubriski (2023); Michael Therrien (2023); Richard 
Osgood, Jr. (2023).  *W. Wilson is the Wenham Representative to the EEDV Board of Directors. 
 
• Call to order - With a quorum present, Mr. Pedersen called the meeting to order at 0905. 
Committee members present: D. Pedersen, Chair; W. Dodge; P. Hersee; M. Lucy; R. Osgood; M. Therrien; B. Wilson  
Not present: J. Bubriski    
Also present: Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administration Services; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
Karen Tyler, Eastern Essex District Veterans (EEDV) Service Officer (VSO) 
 
• Minutes – The Committee voted unanimously by roll all to approve the minutes of 19 January 2021.   
Mr. Pedersen noted that three members are up for re-appointment this year.   
 
• Eastern Essex Veterans District Update - Ms. Tyler provided a general update to the Committee.  

o The VA is vaccinating veteran’s enrolled in the VA 50 and over; clinics are being held locally.  
o VSO training/conferences continue remotely. Ms. Tyler gave an overview on the Home Base Program which helps 

veteran’s with mental illness and their families, and assists with claim appeals. 
o Gordon College is interested in doing something for veteran’s i.e. clothing / food drives and other donations. Ms. Tyler 

will assist Gordon Collage and offer recommendations; she welcomed suggestions from the committee.  
o Rich Barbato is looking to dedicate a bridge those fighting Global War on Terror; Representative Hill is assisting. 
o Board of Directors FY22 Budget meeting is next Wednesday 16 February. 
o Ms. Tyler is working on a program to gift Vietnam veterans with the recently released Vietnam War 50th 

Commemoration Book of Service Duty and Sacrifice – A time to honor. 
o Ms. Tyler updated the committee on the recent change at the VA to outsource compensation pension claim exams, 

which can be scheduled great distances away. There is a request through the Massachusetts veterans service officer 
association to reverse the change to keep Compensation Claims locally by veterans.  Congressman Moulton is also 
submitting the letter to President Biden.  

 
• VETCOM Finances – Win Doge 
Mr. Dodge reported on the five funds accessible to the Veterans Committee within the Town. The exact balances are still being 
reconciled through the Treasurer’s Office.    
1. Veterans War Memorial Construction Account – Original $60,000 grant by the Perkins Estate to fund the building of the 

War Memorial along with ($100,000) of donations.  The balance remaining in this account is $8,700  
2. Perkins Fund for Perpetual Care - Endowment Fund for the maintenance of all veteran memorials in town – Initial grant 

was $82,000.  A portion of the interest is added to principal and a portion goes to the third account for perpetual care of the 
memorials in town.  

3. Perpetual Care expendable fund- Balance $5,600 (all veteran memorials in Wenham)  
4. New donations fund set up by the VetCom for expenses – Balance $660 (account used for general donations) 
5. Wreaths Across America – Balance $7,900 
A discussion ensued and the Committee considered the following: 
Closing the War Memorial Construction Fund and move the balance to the maintenance fund. 
Confirm Insurance Coverage on the memorials in the event of damage. 
Consider hiring ongoing maintenance /care of the landscaping around the memorials. (Currently DPW cuts the grass, and on 
occasion volunteers have weeded the area around the memorial)  
Ms. Bresnahan reminded the Committee that these accounts (related to veterans except the assessment funding for the EEVD) 
are all under the jurisdiction of the VetCom, with the option to vote the Chairman an authorized signatory for expenditures.  She 
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noted there is assistance through Town Hall i.e. procurement process. Etc.  The Town Annual Report includes the balances of 
these accounts, as of June 30.  There is the option to have Town Meeting vote to accept the larger trust funds through a warrant 
article similar to e.g. cemetery account. Ms. Bresnahan mentioned that the Finance Department is in the process of creating a 
guide for all boards/ committees with will discuss electing a treasurer and revise the Veteran Committee charge to include 
financial management & responsibility.  Mr. Pedersen noted the Veterans Committee Mission is written on the top of the 
minutes and the detailed charge was on the town’s website. This discussion was continued to the next meeting agenda.   
 
• Draft Legislation for the continuance of town government in town of Wenham 
Ø LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR “AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CONTINUANCE OF TOWN GOVERNANCE IN 

THE TOWN OF WENHAM” 
We, as the authorized Town of Wenham Veterans Committee, hereby support the filing and the enactment of the proposed 
legislation “An Act Relative to the Continuation of Town Governance in the Town of Wenham” which would allow the sole 
remaining Select Board member of a previous three member Select Board (two members resigned in January 2021) to perform 
specific functions on behalf of the Town until a second Board member is elected at a Special Town Election in April 2021.  This is 
an unusual situation and this legislation would allow and authorize the continuation of the town government until a quorum of the 
Select Board could happen after the Special April 2021 election. 

Vote: The Committee voted unanimously by roll call to adopt, sign, and submit the Letter of Support for “An Act Relative to the Continuance of the 
Town Governance in the Town of Wenham. 
 
• Care of the Veterans Memorial (and other veteran monuments) - As previously discussed in the meeting, there was interest 
in having a regular maintenance of the landscaping around the memorials. Some suggestions included a high school or Gordon 
student, or the HW Garden Club. Ms. Tyler noted there is a venue through the high school to sign up to request community 
service. 
 
• Remembering deceased veterans - Mr. Pedersen observed he receives notification from the Town Clerk’s office when a 
Wenham veteran dies. Mr. Pedersen sends a note to the family and suggested these veterans be remembered during the year with 
the placement of an American flag in a dedicated area (to be determined) near the monument. The Committee was supportive of 
remembering veterans and this will be further considered at the next meeting. 
 
• Memorial Day - 31 May 2021 - Mr. Pedersen reminded the committee that there are just a few meetings to plan for 
Memorial Day.  With the strong possibility that COVID restriction will still be in place, the next meeting will include a 
discussion on observing Memorial Day 2021.  
 
• GMT proposal – General Military Training - The chair will set aside one to two minutes each meeting for someone to talk 
about their experience as a way to keep in touch with each other and that person’s branch of service. Mr. Therrien was invited to 
speak on the Space Force at the next meeting. It was agreed the speak chose the speaker for the next meeting. 
 
• Resignation of Jack Wilhelm, Selectmen (term up in 2022) – Jack Wilhelm resigned from the Board of Selectman and 
submitted his letter of resignation from the Veteran Committee on 3 February 2021.  According to the Charge, this seat is 
specifically a selectman ex officio member. This was deferred to after the May annual elections when there will be a full Board of 
Selectmen. 
Vote; The Committee voted unanimously by roll call to accept Jack Wilhelm’s resignation letter, dated 3 February 2021, from the Veteran Committee. 
 
• New Business 
Mr. Dodge informed the committee that a local Wenham veteran is in serious condition in the hospital.   
 
• Calendar: Next Mtg - 9 March; 13 April; 11 May; Memorial Day - 31 May 

 
• Adjournment: The Committee unanimously adjourned by roll call at 1030. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
2.9.2021 
  
 


